
The Honorable Loni Hancock    March 28, 2016 

California State Senate        

Capitol Building 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

No Coal In Oakland Supports SB 1277, 1278, 1279 and 1280 

Dear Senator Hancock: 

The grassroots No Coal In Oakland campaign thanks you for introducing your very 

important and timely legislative package and we strongly support it. 

Our campaign here in Oakland has been working since April, 2015, to stop the shipment of coal through Oakland, 

and to prevent its export from the new terminal being planned for the former Oakland Army Base property. 

We have been aware for almost a year that the planned 66 year lease for shipping 9 million tons of coal per year 

not only puts local residents at risk, but also flies in the face of California’s efforts to reduce dependence on 

carbon fuels that put our state and the entire planet at risk of the worst effects of climate change. 

For these reasons, we support the following bills: 

Senate Bill 1277 which declares that the transportation of coal through West Oakland presents a clear and 

present danger to the health and safety of Oakland residents as well as the workers that would handle the coal.  

Senate Bill 1278 would require an environmental impact review from any public agency relating to the shipment 

of coal through the city of Oakland. 

Senate Bill 1279 would prohibit the use of public funds for any port that exports coal from California. 

Senate Bill 1280 would require port facilities that ship bulk commodities and receive state funds to prohibit coal 

shipments. 

This legislative package provides a strong response to the proposal to export coal through the OBOT at the former 

Army Base.  

While this legislation will stop all future coal exports, we currently remain engaged in mobilizing our Oakland 

residents to continue putting pressure on our Oakland City Council to directly protect our health and safety by 

passing a comprehensive ban on the storage and over-seas shipment of coal from Oakland. 

For the No Coal In Oakland campaign and 

In Solidarity, 

Michael Kaufman 

mvkaufman@gmail.com 

323-632-2980 

 


